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House of Burgess: Trump's press 
‘war' is on reality 


Agencies told not to communicate with public 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Jan. 21, a day after being sworn into office, President Donald Trump 
addressed a crowd at the Central Intelligence Agency in Langley, Virginia, 
in front of its sacred Memorial Wall, which features 103 stars, one for each 


of its employees who died in the line of duty. 


“The reason you’re my first stop is that, as you know, I have a running war 


with the media,” Trump said in front of the tribute to those who died in 


service to the nation. “They are among the most dishonest human beings on 


Earth.” 


The militaristic framing of his relationship with journalists and government 
employees, peppered with blatant untruths, is now standard operating 
procedure in the new administration. As I wrote in my Jan. 25 column, “Size 
matters to Trump,” press secretary Sean Spicer spent Jan. 21, his first full 
day on the job, screaming at journalists and parroting the new president’s 
lies about the size of his inauguration crowds. Jan. 22, counselor to the 
president Kellyanne Conway appeared on NBC News’ “Meet The Press” 
with host Chuck Todd and attempted to re-brand Spicer’s falsehoods as 


“alternative facts.” 


This campaign to attempt to redefine truth has been supported by the 
administration’s orders to federal agencies not to communicate with the 
public without running it by them first. According to a list compiled by the 
nonprofit watchdog group Sunlight Foundation, the Department of Health 
and Human Services, Environmental Protection Agency, Department of 
Agriculture, Department of the Interior, Department of Energy, Department 
of Transportation and National Institutes of Health have been given such 


marching orders. 


[Editor's note: The USDA order was rescinded Jan. 25.] 


“T think they should get with the program or they can go,” Spicer said 
during a Monday press conference of State Department diplomats who 
dissented to Friday’s immigration ban. “If somebody has a problem with 
that agenda, that does call into question whether they should continue in 


that post or not.” 


Thursday, Trump chief strategist, Steve Bannon, ratcheted up tensions 
between the administration and the free flow of information in an interview 


with Michael M. Grynbaum of The New York Times. 


“The media should be embarrassed and humiliated and keep its mouth shut 


and just listen for a while,” Bannon said. 


You wish. 


“T want you to quote this,” Bannon continued. “The media here is the 


opposition party.” 


Whatever, dude. The only “war” here is between the administration and 


reality. 


Conway defended Bannon’s statements when she appeared with Chris 


Wallace on “Fox News Sunday.” 


“Not one network person has been let go,” Conway said. “Not one silly 
political analyst and pundit who talked smack all day long about Donald 


Trump has been let go. They are on panels every Sunday. They’re on cable 


news every day. Who’s the first editorial — the first blogger that will be left 
out that embarrassed his or her outlet? We know all their names. I’m too 
polite to call them by name. But they know who they are, and they’re all 


wondering, will I be the first to go?” 


I’m not playing their game. I’m just going to keep doing my job, whether 
they like it or not. As much as the Trump administration hides behind the 


Constitution, they don’t seem to have ever read or understood it. 


“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or 
of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances,” reads the First 


Amendment. 


Funny, I don’t see the words “shut up” anywhere in there. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


